VOCABULARY

PLACES AND BUILDINGS
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Right Is often
used for

emphasis, e.g. |
live right next

to the park.

I live on the outskirts of town. (= on the edge of town, near the country)

I live in the suburbs. (= areas where people live outside the centre of town)
1 live in a residential area. (= a nice area of houses/flats, with no factories)
1 live quite close to the station. (= near the station)

I live right in the centre. (= exactly in the centre)

Houses

front garden

I live in a block of flats. My brother

lives on the ground floor, and I have

a flat on the third floor. Unfortunately
there is no lift, so I have to climb (= go up/
walk up) three flights of stairs to reach my
flat. But I have a balcony with a great
view of the park opposite the building.
Steps are outside a house or inside

a public building. Stairs connect floors

inside a house or building and are often

covered with a carpet.

Describing the place where you live

My parents own their house (= they bought it/it belongs to them), but I rent a flat near my
university (= I don’t own it; I pay money every week to the owner). The rooms are tiny

(= very small, opp huge/enormous), but they’re light (opp dark) because they're on the top
floor and get lots of sun. The flats on the ground floor are dark and also noisy (opp quiet)
because they’re nearer the traffic. Some rooms are draughty (= cold air comes in through
windows and under doors), and are expensive to heat (= keep warm); but I've got central
heating (= system of heating every room in a building) and the flat is in good condition.
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Exercises

What can you remember about the house and block of flats on the opposite page? Answer
these questions without looking.

1 Does the house have a garage?

2 Does it have a fence at the front?

3 Is the gate open or shur?

4 Does each flat have a balcony?

5 Does the brother live on the first floor?

6 Do the flats have a view of a school and offices?

Complete these sentences with a suitable word.

1 I'walked up to the house and rang the ..

2 She lives the second floor.

3 We had to. six flights of stairs to get to her flat because the

wasn't working.

. from my balcony.

to reach the entrance to the building.
e

4 T've gor a great

5 You have to walk up some .

6 Do you own the flat or do you .

7 I’'m living in the house now but it actually
two years ago. It was in very bad hen, but he spent a lot of money on it.

8 It costs a lot of money to .. . a house when you live in a cold climate.
Central .. is usually quite expensive.

.. to my brother. He bought it

Write down four more positive things and four more negative things about a house or flat.
When you have finished, compare your answers with section D opposite.

positive negative

YA WN -

Now think about your answers again. Which positive features are the most important for
vou? Which negative features do you dislike the most?

What about your home? Answer these questions.
1 Do vou live in a house or flar?

2 1If you live in a flat, what floor is it on?

3 If you live in a house, do you have a garden?

4 Does the house/flac belong to you (or your family), or do you rent it?
5 Do you have your own garage or personal parking space?

6 Would you describe vour house/flat as dark or light?

7 Is it noisy or quiet?

8 Do you have central heating?

9 Is it near the centre, in the suburbs, or on the outskirts?
10 Is it in a quiet residential area?




ANSWER KEYS
[image: image3.png]54.1 1 yes 2 ves 3 shut 4 no (the ground floor flats don’t have balconies)
5 no (ground floor) 6 no (a park)

54.2 1 doorbell/bell 2 on 3 climb; lift 4 view 5 steps 6 rent
7 belongs; condition 8 heat; heating

54.3  Possible answers:

there’s a good view there’s no view
it’s quiet it’s noisy

it’s got large rooms it’s got small rooms
it’s in good condition it’s in bad condition
it has central heating/it’s warm | it’s cold and draughty





Source:
Redman, S. (2003). English Vocabulary in Use Pre-intermediate and Intermediate: 100 units of vocabulary reference and practice. Cambridge University Press.
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